Acute illnesses necessitating urgent abdominal surgery in neutropenic cancer patients: description of 14 cases and review of the literature.
Through a review of our experience and the literature, the cases of 56 neutropenic cancer patients requiring urgent abdominal surgery have been studied. The most common underlying diagnosis of malignant disease was leukemia (70%), and the most common intra-abdominal disease discovered at surgery was neutropenic enteropathy (61%). Major postoperative complications occurred in 50% of cases. The 30-day postoperative mortality was 32%, and the determinant 6-month survival was 34%. Abdominal pain in a neutropenic cancer patient calls for a thorough evaluation of its cause and careful serial examinations. Evidence of a surgically treatable disease or failure to respond to medical therapy for a presumed medically treatable disease should prompt surgical intervention.